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BINDER CONTENTS



RESOURCES FOR MY FIRST BOOKS 
PARTICIPANTS

https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/my-first-books/

All requirements, handouts, 
templates

Book list and 
calendars

Final Report

Request 
additional books

Link to “The 
Bookworm”



4600 
CHILDREN

42 LIBRARIES



MY FIRST BOOKS 
OUTCOMES

Participating children 
increase their access 
to books by starting a 

home library.

More underserved 
families have library 
cards and use the 

public library.

Participating children 
increase early literacy 

skills.

Parents of participating 
children increase their 
knowledge about early 

literacy.

Parents of participating 
children increase 

home literacy 
activities.

Libraries strengthen 
community 

partnerships.

Library staff develop 
personal relationships 

with children at 
partner sites and their 

families.



Meridian Library District



CURRENT PLANS FOR 
OPENING IDAHO 

SCHOOLS THIS YEAR:



CONNECT WITH 
YOUR PARTNERS!

In-person visits possible?

Safety protocols and expectations

Preschool/Child care: Enrollment 
restrictions?

Back-up plans



PANDEMIC 
CONTINGENCY 

PLANS: PRE-PLAN!

Planning for the year



• Contact

• Backup delivery info

• Confirm each partner 
and number of children 
enrolled for each age 
group

• Spanish materials

https://form.jotform.com/icfl/

21-22_MFB_EnrollmentForm



PANDEMIC 
CONTINGENCY 

PLANS

Shipping and delivery

Early literacy event

Book distributions



In-Person

• Outside storytime visits

• Safety measures

• Social distancing

Lewiston CLN: Athol



Virtual

• Tech available to 
partners

• Live stream 
preferred

• Speakers and 
projectors

• Recording 
storytimes

• Volunteer to do 
some basic training?



VIRTUAL 
STORYTIMES: 

HOW-TO



Remind me 
again…



October –
May

Extra self-
selected 

book in May

Inventory 
books upon 

arrival



How do I 
report 

enrollment 
increases?



Use request 
form on 
website



REQUIREMENT:

Send letter of 
introduction with 
first distribution



EARLY LITERACY EVENT

Parent 
Workshop

Family Event

Ready! for Kindergarten

Library-created workshop

Videos

Developmental Milestones info



REQUIREMENTS: 
EVALUATION

Parent surveys

Partner surveys 
(online)

Final Summary 
Report (online) 



RESOURCES 
TO HELP 

YOU KEEP 
TRACK



RESOURCES FOR 
SPANISH-SPEAKING 

FAMILIES

Intro letter, letter from partner

Bookworms

Bilingual titles

Spanish translations

• Attached to electronic version of 
cover letter



Please, pretty 
please, please 
read the cover 

letter



RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND TIPS

Library Cards

Working with your partner

Book distributions

Parent communication/publicity

Early Literacy Event



LIBRARY CARDS 
AND RESOURCES

Flyer or 
bookmark with 

resources

On back of 
Welcome letter

Short video 
from you

Promote 
Facebook/Twitter

All of the above!



PUBLICITY

PRESS RELEASE PHOTOS LIBRARY OR PARTNER 
NEWSLETTERS



IDAHO FAMILY 
READING WEEK

Third week of 

November

Books and resources 

to support a family 

event

Registration opens

September 8

and



• A national effort to read the same book to thousands of children 
around the country on the same day

• Copy of book is provided to each library that orders one

October 28

• Pledge to read: Fill out form on website

• Ask partners to pledge to read

• Check out resources on website: 
www.jstart.org/read-for-the-record/ 

2021 Title: Amy Wu and the Patchwork Dragon

Read to kids in person or virtually at storytimes, daycares, schools, 
anywhere!

• Keep track of how many children you read to on October 28

• Submit number on website

• Be a part of this nationwide annual event to break the record!

Read!



What if we hung 
out once a 
month to 
parlay?

Dude! Should we 
create a Google 

doc to share 
storytime ideas?



NEXT STEPS

• Contact all Partners!

1

• Meet with each

• Confirm number of children in each age group

• Use worksheet to plan visits and contingency plans

2

• Read for the Record: Decide plans

• Send confirmed enrollment numbers for each 
partner in JotForm by Sept. 10

• https://form.jotform.com/icfl/
21-22_MFB_EnrollmentForm

3



Q AND A

Frequently 
Asked 

Questions

Other 
Questions

Concerns Next Steps


